
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

1331 G STREET, NW  WASHINGTON, DC 20005  TEL: (202) 507-7500  FAX: (202) 742-5619 

www.immigrationpolicy.org 

February 2014 
 

DELAWARE: 
Immigrant Entrepreneurs, Innovation, and Welcoming Initiatives in the First State 

 
In Delaware, there is no doubt that immigrant entrepreneurs and innovators play an important 
role. Immigrant entrepreneurs bring in additional revenue, create jobs, and contribute to the 
state’s economy. Highly skilled immigrants are vital to the state’s innovation industries and to 
the metropolitan areas within the state, helping to boost local economies. Furthermore, local 
government, business, and non-profit leaders recognize the importance of immigrants in their 
communities and support immigration through local “welcoming” and integration initiatives.  
 
Immigrant entrepreneurs contribute to Delaware’s economy.  
 
 From 2006 to 2010, there were 3,320 new immigrant business owners in Delaware1 and 

in 2010, 10.5 percent of all business owners in Delaware were foreign-born.2  
 

 In 2010, new immigrant business owners3 had a total net business income of $261 
million, which is 12.6 percent of all net business income in the state.4  
 

 Delaware is home to many successful companies with at least one founder who was an 
immigrant or child of an immigrant, including well-known companies such as the 
chemical giant DuPont,5 which brought in $39.5 billion in revenue in 2012 and employs 
70,000 people worldwide.6 

 
Highly skilled immigrants are vital to Delaware’s innovation industries, which in turn 
helps lead American innovation and creates jobs. 

 
 Immigrants contribute to Delaware’s economic growth and competitiveness by earning 

degrees in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields from the 
state’s research universities. In 2009, 53.8 percent of STEM graduates earning masters or 
PhD degrees from these universities were foreign-born, and 63.7 percent of graduates 
earning PhDs in engineering in Delaware were not born in the U.S.7 
 

 In 2011, the U.S. Department of Labor certified 1,979 H-1B high-skilled visa labor 
certification applications in Delaware, with an average annual wage of $66,238,8 which is 
higher than both Delaware’s median household income of $60,119 and per capita income 
of $29,733.9 
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 An expansion of the high-skilled visa program would create more than 1,800 new jobs in 
Delaware by 2020.10 By 2045, this expansion would add around $674 million to Gross 
State Product and increase personal income by more than $592 million.11  The following 
are examples of metropolitan area demand for high-skilled foreign-born workers. 
 

o Wilmington, Delaware’s largest city, is part of the Philadelphia-Camden-
Wilmington metropolitan area, which had 8,875 H-1B high-skilled visa requests 
in 2010-2011, with 73.3 percent of H-1B visa-holders working in STEM 
occupations.12 
 

While the numbers are compelling, they don’t tell the whole story.  
 
 Immigrant entrepreneurs not only contribute to large innovative companies, but also to 

small businesses in local communities. In cities across Delaware, immigrant family-
owned small businesses contribute to the vitality of their local communities. Although 
initially aimed at other immigrant customers, many businesses quickly see an expansion 
of their clientele to include a diverse array of immigrant and native-born customers alike.  

 
o In Wilmington, the state’s largest city, a variety of immigrant-owned restaurants 

are found along major business corridors and in shopping centers. For example, 
Peter Chen, from Malaysia, owns and operates Soybean Asian Grill in Pike Creek 
Shopping Center on Limestone Road.13    

 
o In New Castle, Riyad, Ousamah, Bachar and Haitham Albaroki, four brothers 

from Morocco, started Casablanca Restaurant in the 1990s on Dupont Parkway 
just south of Wilmington.14 The restaurant operated until 2012, when a fire 
unfortunately forced the establishment to close.15   

 
In Delaware, localities have begun recognizing and supporting immigration through 
“welcoming” and integration initiatives. 
 
 The Delaware Hispanic Commission, part of the State of Delaware government, is 

involved with “expanding and improving the representation of and advocacy for 
Delaware’s Hispanic Community to identify and address the most important needs of 
Delaware’s rapidly growing Hispanic families.”16  

 
o The Commission is comprised of members from the community, education, non-

profit organizations, health, housing, employment, legislative, media, legal, and 
various state agencies.17 

 
o The Commission’s Economic Development Subcommittee “focuses on assessing 

career opportunities and finding ways to expand career options within the 
Hispanic Community. Currently the focus of this sub-group is to determine the 
level of interest for Entrepreneurial and Small Business development, focusing on 
raising the awareness of existing educational business finance and career 
development programs.”18 
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 The Hispanic-American Business Resource Center, with locations at several Delaware 

public libraries, including Seaford, Wilmington, Dover, and Georgetown, offers 
workshops for entrepreneurs about how to do business in Delaware.19    
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