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IDAHO: 
Immigrant Entrepreneurs, Innovation, and Welcoming Initiatives in the Gem State 

 
In Idaho, there is no doubt that immigrant entrepreneurs and innovators play an important role. 
Immigrant entrepreneurs bring in additional revenue, create jobs, and contribute significantly to 
the state’s economy. Highly skilled immigrants are vital to the state’s innovation industries and 
to the metropolitan areas within the state, helping to boost local economies. Furthermore, local 
government, business, and non-profit leaders recognize the importance of immigrants in their 
communities and support immigration through local “welcoming” and integration initiatives.  
 
Immigrant entrepreneurs contribute significantly to Idaho’s economy.  
 
 From 2006 to 2010, there were 4,051 new immigrant business owners in Idaho,1 and in 

2010, 5 percent of all business owners in Idaho were foreign-born.2  
 

 In 2010, new immigrant business owners3 had a total net business income of $192 
million, which is almost 5 percent of all net business income in the state.4  
 

Highly skilled immigrants are vital to Idaho’s innovation industries, which in turn helps 
lead American innovation and creates jobs. 

 
 Immigrants contribute to Idaho’s economic growth and competitiveness by earning 

degrees in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields from the 
state’s research universities. In 2009, around 30 percent of STEM graduates from the 
state’s research-intensive universities were foreign-born.5 

 
 In 2011, the U.S. Department of Labor certified 551 H-1B high-skilled visa labor 

certification applications in Idaho, with an average annual wage of $65,359,6 which is 
higher than Idaho’s median household income of $46,890 or per capita income of 
$22,788.7 
 

 An expansion of the high-skilled visa program would create an estimated 1,200 new jobs 
in Idaho by 2020.8 By 2045, this expansion would add around $544 million to Gross 
State Product and increase personal income by more than $511 million.9 The following is 
an example of a metropolitan area’s demand for high-skilled foreign-born workers. 
 

o The Boise City-Nampa metropolitan area had 360 H-1B visa requests in 2010-
2011, with 81.9 percent of H-1B visa-holders working in STEM occupations.10  

 
While the numbers are compelling, they don’t tell the whole story.  

http://www.renewoureconomy.org/sites/all/themes/pnae/openforbusiness.pdf
http://www.renewoureconomy.org/sites/all/themes/pnae/openforbusiness.pdf
http://www.renewoureconomy.org/sites/all/themes/pnae/openforbusiness.pdf
http://www.maptheimpact.org/state/idaho/
http://www.foreignlaborcert.doleta.gov/pdf/2011AR_FINAL.pdf
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/16000.html
http://www.remi.com/immigration-report
http://www.remi.com/immigration-report
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2012/07/18-h1b-visas-labor-immigration#profile
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2012/7/18%20h1b%20visas%20labor%20immigration/18%20h1b%20visas%20labor%20immigration.pdf
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 Immigrant entrepreneurs not only contribute to large innovative companies, but to small 

business formation in local communities. In towns across Idaho, immigrant family-owned 
small businesses contribute to the vitality of their local communities. Although initially 
aimed at other immigrant customers, many businesses quickly see an expansion of their 
clientele to include a diverse array of immigrant and native-born customers alike. 

 
o Lucio Prado, originally from Mexico, has opened more than half a dozen 

restaurants and a satellite television company in several communities around 
Treasure Valley, an area that includes Boise.11 Prado is also the chairman of the 
Idaho Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.12  

 
o Also in Boise, Ayad Al-Mansuri, from Iraq, was previously a dishwasher at a 

chain restaurant. By 2008, he was running his own company, A.H.A. Lawn Care, 
employing 12 and bringing in revenue close to half a million dollars.13  

 
In Idaho, localities have begun recognizing and supporting immigration through 
“welcoming” and integration initiatives. 
 
 Welcoming Idaho, part of the Idaho Community Action Network and an affiliate of 

Welcoming America, states that their organization seeks to “foster dialogues in our 
communities about our shared values…Welcoming Idaho celebrates our differences and 
our common values.”14  

 
o The initiative, which launched in 2007,15 notes that “An essential part of creating 

a welcoming Idaho is to create real opportunities for everyone in our 
communities.” The organization’s values include acceptance, opportunity, 
compassion, fairness, and respect.16  

  
 In Boise, the Idaho Office for Refugees is a private, statewide initiative that “promotes 

mutual understanding between refugees and the larger community by sharing 
information, encouraging social interaction and developing opportunities for refugees to 
participate in all aspects of community life.”17  

 
o The organization, along with the City of Boise Mayor’s Office, has led efforts to 

“more fully integrate refugees into the community and create a more welcoming 
environment for all newcomers.”18  

 
o Furthermore, “through the successful engagement of dozens of community 

partners, this effort has led to the development and implementation of Boise’s 
first Refugee Community Plan.”19  

 
  

http://www.idahohcc.org/
http://www.welcomingamerica.org/about-us/our-affiliates/
http://www.welcomingidaho.org/
http://www.welcomingidaho.org/news/2007.1113_Welcoming.Idaho.Init.pdf
http://www.welcomingidaho.org/about.php
http://www.welcomingidaho.org/about.php
http://www.idahorefugees.org/about_ior/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/champions/welcoming-america/jan-a-reeves
http://www.whitehouse.gov/champions/welcoming-america/jan-a-reeves


 3 

 In Wilder, a small farming community in southwest Idaho, local officials approved a 
resolution in March 2009 that “affirms the city’s multicultural nature, urges respect and 
acceptance of all people and welcomes immigrants to the community.”20  

 
o Specifically, the resolution states that residents of Wilder, “composed of native 

Idahoans from all backgrounds and a large Hispanic community, contribute to the 
shared responsibility of welcoming new community members who have traveled 
thousands of miles to resettle with their families in the United States.”21  

 
o The resolution goes on to encourage the U.S. Congress “to enact responsible, 

sensible, and humane immigration reform.” The town of Rupert, in southern 
Idaho, has adopted a similar measure.22  
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